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For the MEDICAL ann AGRICULTURAL REGISTER. 


DR. ADAMS, 


THe following extract is fubmitted to your difpofal; 


PASSAMAQUODDY. 


Extraé from a Manufeript Oration, read a few Years fince, before 
an Afficiation of Phyficians, inflituted in one of the Counties in 
this Commonwealth, for Medical Improvement. 


«“ A phyfician is never without an object on which to 
write, or which commands his attention as an artift or a philof- 
opher. All. nature is an open volume for his contemplation 
and inquiries: the filent and unfathomed recefles of the ocean 
and the earth ; the hitherto almoft unattempted arcana Hecrets] 
of the animal, vegetable, and mineral kingdoms of our coun- 
try; the zerra incognita* of the animal body and human con- 
ftitution, and the varying ftate of the latter, owing to the 
numberlefs influences of phyfical and moral caufes on it; the 
prefent imperfect nomenclature of nofology [‘ arrangement of 
diforders,’] and materia medica [arrangement of medicines ;] 
the infidious and perplexing charaéter which certain difeafes 
have aflumed, within half a century paft; and the incurable 
nature of others ; all call loudly on phyficians for laborious 
diligence and patient inveftigation : nay, more, the imperfect 
ftate of our art requires that we be permitted to penetrate and 
éxplore the cold bofom of death! that we may dyaw inftruc- 


* Parts unknowg, and fatts unexplained, 
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98 MEDICAL. 


tion from thefe tabernacles of clay, when they become infen- 
fible to pain, and ought not to excite our {ympathy, and before 
they are contigned to the filent tomb! 

“It is to be regretted, that while the various objects of 
pleafure and profit, which have arrefted the attention of man, 
have been purfued in our country with an ardor equalled only 
by the ipirit of enterprife which has a¢tuated our countrymen, 
the interefts of the healing art have been, till lately, almoft 
wholly neglected. ‘The practice of phyfic has been ‘ taken up’ 
by the lazy, the immoral, and the ignorant; charlatanical im- 
pofture has kept pace with the credulity of the vulgar, and 
the refpectability of the bufinets fo vilely proftituted, that the 
term profeffion, as applied to medicine, is a burlefaque upon 
every calling that is decent, regular, or learned. 1 fhall not 
paute, to apologize to this refpectable audience, for this plain 
itatement of facts; perfons of fenfe and difcernment (fo many 
of whom I am happy to have the pleafure of addrefling) know 
that my obfervations are made without the leaft exaggeration. 
But it is to be hoped the age is at leaft beginning to dawn on 
us, when men will no longer be allowed to forfake the plough, 
and wield the lancet ; and that for the future, fomething more 
will be required to qualify men for the exercife of one of the 
mo{t important callings, than a common ichool-boy education, 
and lounging away a few months in an apothecary’s fhop, or 
in the /olitary * room of a /olitary * practitioner. 

«It is time, my brethren, for the legitimate defcendants of 
ZEfculapius [the god of phyfic] to roufe from the lethargy 
which they have derived from, and which has fo long op- 
preffed, their fathers, and afflert and maintain the rank to 
which they are entitled by the exercife of one of the moft 
neceflary arts. It is incumbent on them to fupport the dig- 
nity and refpectability naturally allied to their profeffion, by 
their liberality, erudition, and good conduct; and by diicoun- 
tenancing, oppofing, and fupprefling, as much as poffible, the 
unprincipled prefumption of daring medicators. A reforma- 
tion of the abufes in the practice of phyfic is certainly pratti- 
cable, and ought to be attempted, and profecuted with zeal 
znd perfeverance, left pofterity fhould charge us of having 
lived to no ufeful purpofe, and ftigmatize our names with 
ftupidity.” 

LMaffachufetts, June, 1806. 


* Alluding to the very inadequate means for giving medical inftruétioa, 
which fome pertons pofiefs, who pretend to take pupils; having few or no méd- 
ica! hooks, a fcanty medical apparatus, and but littic bufinefs ; being unconne@ed 
with medical focictics, aud having no intereft in focial medical librarics ; and, 
work of all, being profoundly ignorant them/felves ! 
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HumAne Society or PHILADELPHIA. 


DireAions for recovering Pe vfons who are ft uppofed to be dead from 
Drowning ; alfo, for preventing and curing the Diferders pro- 
duced r drinking cold Liquors, and by the aétion of noxious Va 

pours, Lightning, and exceffive Heat upon the human Body. Pub- 
Shed by the Hansine Soctety of Philadelphia. 1805. 





DireGions for recovering Perfons who are fuppofed to be dead, from 


Drowning. 


1. As foon as the body is taken out of the water, it muft 
be conveyed on a board or bier if at hand, to a houfe, or 
any other place, where it can be laid dry and warm, avoid- 
ing the ufual deftructive methods of hanging it by the heels, rolling 
tt on a barrel, or placing it acrofs a log on the belly. 

2. ‘The clothes muit be immediately ftripped off, and the 
body wrapped up in blankets, well warmed. It fhould be laid 
on its back, with the head a little raifed. If the weather be 
cold, it thould be placed near a fire, and an heated warming- 
pan fhould be paffed over the body ; but in warm weather it 
will be fufficient to place it between two blankets well heated, 
or in the funthine, taking care to prevent the room from being 
crowded, with apy perfons who are not neceflarily employed 
about the body. 

8. At the fathe time, the whole body fhould be rubbed with 
the hand, or with hot woollen cloths. ‘The rubbing fhould 
be moderate, but continued with induftry, and particularly 
about the breaft. Apply alfo heated bricks to the feet, belly, 
and breaft. ‘The immediate application of frictions is of the 
utmoft importance, as many have been recovered by frictions 
only, when early ufed. 

4. As foon as it can poffibly be done, a bellows fhould be 
applied to one noftril, while the other noftril and the mouth 
are kept clofed, and the lower end of the prominent part of the 

wind-pipe{(or that part which is called by the anatomifts, po- 
mum adam}) is prefied backward: ‘lhe bellows is to be work- 
ed in this fituation ; and when the breatt is {welled by it, the 
bellows fhould ftop, and an affiftant fhould prefs the belly up- 
wards, to force the air out. ‘The bellows fhould then be ap- 
plied as before, and the belly again be prefled ; this procefs 
thould be repeated from twenty to thirty times in a minute, fo 
as to imitate natural breathing as nearly as poffible. Some vol- 
atile {pirits, heated may be held under the valve of the bellows 
whilft it works. Ifa bellows cannot be procured, fome per 
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fon fhouid blow into one of the noftrils, through a pipe er 
quill, whilft the other noftril and mouth are clofed as before ; 
er if a pipe or quill ke not at hand, he thould blow into the 
mouth, whilft both noftrils are clofed ; but whenever a bel- 
lows can be procured, it is to be preferred, as air forced in by 
this means, will be much more ferviceable than air which has 
already been breathed. 

5. During this time, a large quantity of afhes, water, falt, or 
fand, thould be heated; and as foon as it is milk-warm, the 
body muit be omg sh in it 3 the blowing and rubbing are then 
to be continued as before ; and when the water, athes, or falt 
are cooled, fome warmer mutt be added, fo that the whole may 
be kept milk-warm. 

Loud noifes have fometimes proved fuccefsful in pee 
fuch perfons and reftoring to life. When figns of returning 
life are apparent, the frictions muft be continued, but more 
gently. 

‘Thefe methods muft be continued three or four hours, as in 
feveral inftances they have proved fuccefsful, although no figns 
of life appeared until that time. When the patient is able to 
fwallow, he muft take fome wine, brandy, or rum and water. 
Bieeding or purging ought not to be ufed, wahout confulting a 
phytician, who fhould be called in as foon as poflible: but 
clyiters of falt and water may be injected. 

After life has returned, if convulfions come on, blood fhould 
be taken, by direétion of a phyfician. 


To prevent the fatal Effects of drinking cold Water, orvcold Liquors 


of any kind in warm W eather. 


1. Avoid drinking whilft you are warm, or, 

Drink only a fimall quantity at once, and let it remain a 
fhort time in your mouth before you fwallow it ; or, 

Wath your hands and face, and rinfe your mouth with 
cold water before you drink. If thefe precautions have been 
neglected, and the diforder incident to drinking cold water hath 
been produced, the firft, and in moft inftances, the only remedy 
to be adminiftered, is fixty drops of liquid ‘Jaudanum in fpirit 
and water, or warm drink of any kind. 

If this thould fail of giving relief, the fame quantity-may be 
given twenty minutes afterwards. 

When laudanum cannot be obtained, rum and water, or 
‘warm water thould be given. Vomits and bleeding fhould not 
be uted without confulting a phyfician. 
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The dangerous Fiffects 7. noxious Vapours, from Wells, Cellars, 
fermenting Liquors, Sc. may be prevented, 

By procuring a free circulation of air, either by ventilators 
or opening the doors or windows, where it is confined, or 
by changing the air, by keeping fires in the infected place, or 
by throwing in ftone-lime recently powdered. 

Thefe precautions fhould be taken, before entering into fuch 
fufpected places ; or a lighted candle fhould be firft intro- 
duced, which will go out if the air is bad. When a perfon is 
let down into a well, he fhould be carefully watched, and 
drawn up again on the leaft change. But whena perfon is 
apparently dead, from the above-mentioned caufe, the firft 
thing to be done is to remove the body to a cool place in a 
wholefome air ; then let the body be ftripped, and let cold 
water be thrown from buckets over it for fome time. This is 
particularly ufeful in cafes of apparent death from drunken- 
nefs—Let the treatment now be the fame as that for drowned 
perfons. The head thould be raifed a little ; and continued 
frictions, with blowing into the nofiril with a bellows, fhould 
be practifed for feveral hours. 


In Cafe of Suffocation from the Fumes of burning Charcoal, 


The general treatment recommended for curing the difor- 
ders brought on by noxious vapours, is to be applied ; but the 
dangerous effects of this may be prevented, by taking care not 
to iit near it when burning ; to burn it ina chimney ; and 
where there is no chimney, to keep the door open, and to 
place a large tub of water in the room. 

In all thefe, as well as in cafes of drowned perfons, mode- 
rate purges and bleeding are only to be ufed, with the advice of 
a phylician. 

To prevent the fatal Effects of Lighining. 

Let your houfe be provided with an iron conductor ; but 
when this cannot be had, avoid fitting or ftanding near the 
window, door, or walls of an houfe, during the time of a thun- 
der guft. ‘The nearer you are placed to the cP middle of a roomy 
the better. When you are not in a houfe, avoid flying to the 
eover of the woods, or of a folitary tree for fafety. . 

When a perfon is ftruck by lightning,. ftrip the body and 
throw buckets full of cold water over it for ten or fifteen min- 
utes 3 let continued friétions and inflations of the lungs be 
alfo practifed : let gentle fhocks of electricity be made to pafs 
through the cheft, when a fkilful perfon can be procured te 
apply it ; and apply blifters to the breaft. 











































io a ee 





102 MEDICAL. 


To prevent Danger from Expofure to the exceffive Heat of the Sun. 


Diforders from this caufe, or (as they are commonly termed} 
Arokes of the fun, may be expected, when a perfon who is ex- 
pofed to his rays is affected with a violent head-ache, attended 
with throbbing or with giddinefs ; where the diforder takes 
place, thefe fymptoms are followed by faintnefs and great in- 
fenfibility, with violent heat and drynets of the fkin, rednefs 
and drynefs of the eyes, difficulty of breathing, and, accord- 
ing as the difeafe is more or lefs violent, with a difficulty, or 
entire inability of {peaking or moving. 

To guard againft thefe dangerous effects of heat, it will be 
proper, 

1. To avoid labour, or violent exercife, or expofing your- 
felf to the rays of the fun, immediately after eating a hearty 
meal ; 

2. To avaid drinking fpirits of any kind, when you are 
thus expofed. ‘Thefe add an internal fire to the heat of the 
fun. Vinegar and water, fweetened with molaffes or brown 
fugar, butter-milk and water, fmall beer, whey, or milk and 
water, are the moft proper drinks for people who are expofed 
to exceflive heat. But the lefs a perfon drinks of liquors of 
any kind im the forenoon, the better will he endure the heat of 
a warm day. 

38. ‘To wear a white hat, or to cover a black one with 
white paper, when you are neceflarily expofed to the hot fun, 
and to avoid ftanding ftill when in fuch a fituation. 

4. ‘To retire into the fhade as foon as you begin to be af- 
fected with pain or throbbing in the head, wjth giddinefs or 
with faintnefs. 

If thefe precautions have been neglected, and the fymptoms 
above defcribed have come on, it will be proper, 

1. To remove the perfon fo affeéted into a cool, dry place, 
and to loofen all his garments, particularly thofe around his 
neck and breaft. 

2. ‘Yo examine whether the pulfe at the wrifts or temples 
beats forcibly, and if it does, to bleed immediately ; but if the 
pulfe be weak, or cannot be perceived, bleeding muft not be 
performed. 

8. 'To place his feet and legs (or if it can be done) the 
lower half of his body in warm water. But if this remedy fails, 

4. To apply linen clothes wet with cold water, or with 
cold water and vinegar, to the temples and all over the head. 

5. To adminifter plentiful draughts of vinegar and water 
fweetened. | 

In all cafes of this kind, a phyfician fhould be fent for, une 
lefs the patient recovers {peedily. 
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Important Information in Agriculture and Gardening. 
A VERY fenfible writer in the Regifter, on the 


fubject of fruit trees, obferves, that “ the want of matte and direc 
tions is not half fo much to be lamented as the general want of care.” 

This obfervation, it is believed, may, with great truth be ap- 
plied to farming-men (to others as well) in the management of 
many of their affairs; and, perhaps, never more juftly, than in 
their choice of feed for planting or fowing. It is generally known 
that feed for this purpofe ought to be feleéted from plants of 
the greatef? perfection ; , ets how few do we find exercifing this 

care in a proper way ! 

Now is the feafon for calling up the attention to this fub- 
ject, in order to be prepared for the /eed-time of another year. 
We have accordingly felected the following letter from Joseru 
Cooper, Efq. of New Ferfey, to a gentleman in-Philadelphia, on 
this fubject, as exhibiting to our agricultural friends, a uff pat- 
tern for their imitation. 


Cocper’s Point, April 17, 1799. 


RESPECTED FRIEND, 


Kinp Providence having placed me in a ftation of life 
which obliged me to procure a living by induftry, and thae 
principally in the agricultural line, it has caufed me to be a 
{trict obferver of the works of nature, with refpect to fuch 
parts of the vegetable creation as have come under my partic- 
ular notice, and have been greatly embarrafled at the opinion 
very generally entertained by farmers and gardeners, that 
changing feeds, roots and plants to diftant places, or different 
foils or climates, is beneficial to agriculture, not agreeing with 
my obfervations or practice. ‘Chis induced me to make many 
experiments on that head, all of which in more than forty 
years practice have operated to prove to my {fatisfaction, that 
the above opinion is not well founded, and if fo, muft be ex- 
tremely prejudicial to agriculture, as it turns the attention of 
the hufbandman from what appears to me one great object, 
viz. that of felecting feeds and roots for planting or fowing, 
from fuch vegetables as come tothe greatett perfection in the 
foil which he cultivates. 

What induced me to make experiments on that head, was, 
obferving that all kinds of vegetabies were continually varying 
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in their growth, quality, production and time of maturity. 
This led me to believe that the great Author of nature, has 
fo conftructed that wonderful machine, if I may be allowed 
the expreflion, as to incline every kind of foil and climate to 
naturalize all kinds of vegetables, that it will produce at any 
rate, the better to fuit them, if the agriculturalifts will do their 
part in felecting the moft proper feed. In fupport of which f 
will take the liberty of fubjoining a few facts and experiments, 
out of an inconceivable number which have all combined to 
prove the above to my fatisFaction. 

In, or about the year 1746, my father procured the feeds 
of the long warty fquafh, which have been kept on the farm 
ever fince, without changing, and are now far preferable to 
what they were at firft. Our early peas were procured from 
London the fpring before Braddock’s defeat, and have been 
planted fucceffively every feafon fince on the place. They 
have not been changed, and are now preferable to what they 
were when firft obtained. ‘The feed of our afparagus was pro- 
cured from New York, in the year 1752, fince which time I 
have not planted a feed but what grew on my beds, and by 
felecting the feed, from the largeft ftalks, I have improved it 
greatly. , 

A complaint is very general, that potatoes of every kind de- 
generate at which I am not furprifed, when the moft proper 
means to produce that effect is conftantly practifed ; to wit, 
ufing or felling the beft, and planting the refufe ; by which 
means almoft the whole of thofe planted are the produce of 
plants the moft degenerated. « ‘The confideration of which in- 
duced me to try an oppofite method. Having often obferved 
that fome plants or vines produced potatoes larger, better 
fhaped, and in greater abundance than others, without any ap- 
parent reafon except the operations of nature, it induced me 
to fave a quantity from fuch only for planting the enfuing 
feafon, and I was highly gratified in finding their production 
exceed that of others of the fame kind, planted at the fame 
time, and with every equal advantage, beyond my expectation, 
in fize, fhape, and quantity : this induced me to continue the 
practice, and I am fatisfied that I have been fully compenfated 
for all the additional trouble. 

A circumftance happened refpecting potatoes, which may 
be worth relating ; a woman whom I met in market re- 
quefted me to bring half a buthel of fweet potatoes for feed 
the next market day, which I promifed to do, but going 
through the market on that day, previous to her fon’s coming 
for the potatoes, I obferved the woman felling fuch as I had 
brought for her: when the boy came, I afked him the reafon 
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they wanted potatoes for feed, while they were felling their 
own ; his an{wer was that his father faid, if they did not get 
feed from me ance in three or four years, their potatoes would 
be good for nothing. Qvery, if he had ufed the fame means 
in feleéting his potatoes for planting as I did, whether he 
would have profited by changing with one who ufed the other 
method ? 

In difcourfing with a friend who lived at a great diftance 
from me, on the above fubjeét, he introduced two inftances in 
favor of changing feed; one was afparagus, the other radifh 
feed, he had from me; the produétion of both he faid was 
preferable to any thing of the kind ever feen in that neigh- 
borhood, which was near 100 miles diftant, to which he 
afcribed the benefit ; but in two or three years the radifhes 
degenerated fo as to be no better than what he had before. 
I agked his method of faving feed; he faid he had no other 
radifhes in his garden, and when they had pulled what was fit 
for ufe, let the others go to feed. I then told him my meth- 
od, viz—As foon as radifhes are fit for ufe, I dig up ten or 
twelve of thofe which pleafe me beft, as to colour, fhape, &c. 
and plant them at leaft 100 yards from where any others 
bloom at the time they do: this, I informed him, was the 
beft method I knew of, to improve any kind of vegetables, 
varying the procefs agreeable to their nature; and as he had, 
in my opinion, taken the moft proper method to degenerate 
his, f afked if he thought I thould be benefited by exchang- 
ing with him ? His anfwer was, he believed I was the beft 
gardener. 

In, or about the year 1772, a friend fent me a few grains of 
a {mall kind of Indian corh, the grains of which were not 
larger than goofe fhot, which he informed me, by a note in 
which they were enclofed, were originally from Guinea, and 
produced from eight to ten ears ona ftalk. Thofe grains I 
planted, and found the produdétion to anfwer the defcription, 
but the ears fmall, and few of them ripe before froft. I faved 
fome of the largeft and earlieft, and planted it between rows 
of larger and earlier kinds of corn, which produced a mixture 
to advantage ; then I faved feed from ftalks that produced the 
greateft number of the largeft ears, and firft ripe, which I 
planted the enfuing feafon and was not a little gratified to find 
its production preferable both in quantity and quality to that 
of any corn I had ever planted. This kind of corn I have 
continued planting ever fince, felecting that defigned for feed 
in the manner I would wifh others to try, viz.— When the 
firft ears are ripe enough for feed, gather a fufficient quantity 
for early corn, or replanting ; and at the time you would with 
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your corn to be ripe generally, gather a fufficient quantity for 
planting the next year, having particular care to take it from 
ftalks that are large at bottom, of a regular taper, not over 
tall, the ears fet low, and containing the greateft number of 
good fizeable ears of the beft quality ; let it dry {peedily ; and 
from the corn gathered as laft defcribed, plant your main crop, 
and if any hills fhould be miffing, replant from that firft gath- 
ered, which will caufe the crop to ripen more regularly than ts 
common, which isa great benefit. The above mentioned I 
have practifed many years, and am fatisfied it has increafed 
the quantity, and improved the quality of my crops beyond 
what any perfon would imagine, who has not tried the experi- 
ments. ‘Lhe diftance of planting corn, and number of grains 
in a hill, are matters many differ in ; perhaps different foils 
may require a difference in both thefe refpects ; but in every 
kind of {foil I have tried, I find planting the rows fix feet afun- 
der each way, as near at right angles as may be, and leaving 
not more than four ftalks in a hill, produces the beft crop. 
The common method of faving feed corn, by taking the ears 
from the heap, or crib, is attended with two difadvantages ; 
one is, the taking the largeft ears, which have generally grown 
but one on a ftalk ; this leffens the produétion. The other is, 
taking ears that have ripened at different times, which caufes 
the production to do the fame. 

A ftriking inftance of plants being naturalized happened by 
Colonel Matlock fending fome water-melon feed from Geor- 
gia, which he informed me by a letter were of fuperior quali- 
ty ; knowing feed from vegetables which had grown in more 
fouthern climates required a longer fummer than what grew 
here, I gave them the moft favourable fituation, and ufed 
giafles to bring them forward, yet very few ripened to perfec- 
tion ; but finding them to be as excellent in quality as defcri- 
bed, I faved feed from thofe firft ripe ; and by continuing that 
practice four or five years, they became as early water-melons 
as I ever had. 

Many admit the above errors from foreign flax feed pro- 
ducing the beft flax in Ireland ; but when it is confidered that 
it is the bark of the ftalk only, that is ufed in Ireland, which 
is in the beft perfection before the feed is ripe, and that part 
not ufed from any other plant except hemp, the argument falls 
to the ground when applied to other vegetables. , 

For many years paft, I have renewed the whole feed of my 
winter grain, from a fingle plant which I have obferved to be 
more produttive, and of better quality than the reit, which I 
am fatisfied, has been of great ufe. And I am fully of opinion, 
that all kinds of garden vegetables may be improved by the 
foregoing methods ; particular care being taken that different 
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kinds of the fame fpecies of vegetables are not in bloom at the 
{ame time near together, as by that happening, they mix, de- 
generate, and each kind is injured. 

I am fenfible the foregoing will meet with great oppofition 
and contradi¢tion, but as an experiment is fafe and eafy, I hope 
it will induce perfons of more leifure, ability, and obfervation 
than myfelf, to make trial, as a mean of improving the agricul- 
ture of our country, which is the fincere with of thy friend, 


JOSEPH COOPER. 


= 


Potatoes preferable toa Summer-fallow for W heat. 


Extra of a Letter from the Rev. SamueL Austin, of Worce/- 
cefter, to the Editor ; dated at Worcefter, Feb. 24, 1806. 


“THERE is one fpecies of hufbandry, not in general 
practice, in which I have made fome experiments with very 
confiderable fuccefs ; that is, to /udfitute a crop of potatoes in the 
room of a fummer fallow* as a preparation for wheat. Wheat is 
doubtlefs the beft and the moft profitable grain that can be 
raifed. No fpecies of vegetable adds fo much ornament to a 
country, and none affords a more effential or grateful part of 
that aliment by which human life is preferved. ‘The potatoe 
alfo is a valuable root. For the horfe it is an excellent and 
healthful fubftitute, for the green grafs which he crops in his 
fummer pafture, and feems nearly indifpeniable to be united 
with his dry winter fodder, to preferve him from thofe difeafes 
to which he is fo expofed in the cold feafon. Every inteili- 
gent farmer knows its value for feeding his fwine, his fheep, 
and his cattle ; and nocrop is more {ure or more eafily raifeds 
none is fo plentiful. Warm, loamy land, and fuch is the 
greateft part of this Commonwealth, well manured, will yield 
three hundred bufbels to the acre. They may be taken off, if 
planted in feafon, by the middle of September, and the ground 
will be in the beft fituation to put in immediately a crop of 
wheat. This is altogether better than fummer fallowing, and 
the crop of potatoes is a clear faving. I have, in this way, 
had twenty five bufhels of moft excellent winter wheat on the 
acre. I have now a piece of land under wheat according to 
this mode of managenient, which is of fo promifing an appear- 
ance as to be noticed with fpecial attention by my neighbors. 
The iand ought to have an early fall plowing, if under a bind- 
ing {ward, and the potatoes fhould be hoed twice. If this 
mode of agriculture fhould go into general practice, the probs 
ability is that it would add materially to the profperity of our 
country.” 


* Summer tilling ; or letting land reft from one crop without being feeded. 
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ARTICLE XX. 


Refult of Meteoralogical and other Obfervations, for Fume, 1806 ; 
made at DEERFIELD,W ARWICK,* Mason, and BOSTON :— 
For the Medical and Agricultural Regifter. 


. “er 


é 


of the month. 


Prevailing 


Greate? heatLeaft heat in 
winds. 


'n the month.\ the month. 


“— 


| Berths. 


= | Deaths. 


Fune, 1806. | 


| M-andegre 


& | 


| Marrrases. 








owe 


gdday 42° S.& S. W. 
41 {W.& N.W. 
IW. & N.W. 
| Variable. 


Deerfield 





8th dayt 92° 
Warwick 3} 79 5 92 13 
Mafon 734 23 84 |16 54 
Bofton 75%: 67 |23 g2 |16 41 


WEATHE R. 


“I 


DD 
oe) 





























1 day, Sunday, cloudy, Full Moon. 
fhower, thunder and lightning. 
2— cloudy, fair, brifk winds ; Bo/on, 
fprink. of rain; Deerfield, fair day. 
3 


, fair, fome clouds. 
6 


7— foggy morning, cloudy, fair. 

8 2 Sund. foggy morns. light fhower, 

9 thun. & light. Moon’s /aft quarter. 

10o— cloudy, fair. 

11— cloudy, rain. 

12 

13 

14— fair. 

15— Sund. fprink. of rain; Bofon, 2 
fine fhower. 


alternate clouds and funfhine. 








16—clear hem- Total eciip fe of the Sun. 
ifphere ; Warw. froft in low places. 

17 fair; light fhower, at Warw. more 

18 § copious. 

19— fair; Bofton and Ma/on, fhower in 
the night, 

20— cloudy, fair, fhower in the even. 
thunder and much lightning. 

21— flying clouds and very high winds. 

22— Sund. a clear hemifphere. 


23) Moon's firft quarter. 


to 
~— 
ee 


9 ° 
2! fair weather, 
{ome clouds. 


to tt 


cost &, 
ee 


29} Sund. 


30— cloudy, rain. 


Full Moon. 


Depth of rain fallen in Fune, taken ia inches and 100th parts of 


an inch. 


Warwick, 
Townfend, - ~ 


Inches. rooths. 
2 00 
~ - ] 15 


The rains, many of them, this month have not been more 


than a dew. 


That which fell on the 30th, at Warwick, one 


inch, was at ‘Townfend but one fourth of an inch. The rain, 
however, at night was continuing. 


* ‘Warwick (Maff.) is fituated on the north line of the fate, feven miles eaft 


ef Conneficut River. 


t The fame day, at Warwick, the range of the mercury, in the thermometer, 
at one o’clock P. M. was 91$°, but a cloud coming over with a fprinkling of 
rain, the mexcury at two o’clock had defcended to 76°. 
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The depth of rain in May, as tranfmitted to us by “ 4 
Smithfield Subfcriber,” was one inch and three-tenths of an inch. 
We folicit our correfpondent for a continuance of his obferva- 
tions. Thofe for May were received too late for publication 
in our laft number. His obfervations for June had not been 
received at the time this article went tothe prefs. Our corref- 
pondents, engaged in making meteorological and other obfer- 
vations, will be fo good as to notice, that it is neceffary their 
obfervations fhould be received at pont eight days previous te 
the day of our publication. 

Smithfield, in the ftate of Rhode Iand, is $0 miles 5, W. 
by S. from Bofton. Rofe bugs made their appearance in this 
place on the 14th of June, but not in fuch multitudes as they 
have done for feveral years paft. From the fame fource we 
learn, that the canker rafh has been very prevalent and mortal 

ameng children in Providence. 


Warwick, Fune, 1806. 


The 1ft of this month apple blofloms had fallen from the 
trees, and the fruit completely formed: 7th, remarkably dry, 
and the moft of our garden vegetables deftroyed by infects ; 
fmall black flies have been particularly noticed: 9th, bloffoms 
appeared on winter rye and red clover: 21ft, we experienced 
an extraordinary high wind from the fouth-weft, which had 
an uncommon effect upon the fruit trees, plants, &c. leaving 
the appearance of a hard froft, or {corch of fire. Winter rye, 
on high ground, has fuffered fome from the drought, but in 

eneral has a promifing appearance. ‘The profpect of fruit is 
mall. Grafs very fmalland thin. People generally engaged 
in haying on'the 30th. 

The month has been very healthy. 

W. COBB, jun. 


Nott. 


The uncommon effect of the wind of the 21ft, as noticed 
by our correfpondent, has been remarked by others, in differ- 
ent places.” At Townfend the wind, for a time, was thought 
to be equally {trong as in the memorable north-eaft ftorm of 
the 9th of October, 1804, although the day was fair, excepting 
fome flying clouds. The effect of the wind on fruit trees, in 
this place, was noticed to be fuch as above defcribed : leaving 
on the leaves of thefe trees the appearance of their having been 
{corched by fire. This appearance was thought to be more 
diftinly marked on the windward fide of the trees, and hence 
was fuppofed to be an effect or fome way confequent on the 
wind. ‘This appearance was farft noticed on the morning ef 
the fucceeding day. 
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Melancholy Effeé?s of Lightning. 
The following is an extract of a letter from the Rev. Eprns 
EZER Hitz, to the Editor, dated Mafon, June 11, 1806. 


« On Sabbath day, firft inftant, the houfe of Mr. Joel Ken- 
dall, of Dublin, was ftruck by lightning, about five o’clock 
P.M. It feems the lightning firit ftruck the chimney, and 
proceeded down the two middle pair of principals, which were 
much fhattered. From the plates, its courie was down the 
middle pofts. Mr. Joel Kendall and his brother Benjamin 
Kendall of Mafon, were fitting xear a pz, down which the 
greateft quantity, of the fluid it feems paffed, as this poft was 
the moft fhivered of any. Mrs. Kendall, and htr eldeft fon, 
about 17 years of age, were ftanding in an adjoining room, or 
back kitchen, near a fink, and nearly in the direction between 
a door communicating with the room in which were the two 
Mr. Kendalls, and an outer door; at this door the lightning 
pafled out, and entered the ground a few feet diftant from the 
houfe. Mrs. Kendall and her jon inttantly fell. Mrs. Ken- 
dall recovered very foon, and attempted to raife her fon, but 
alas, he could rife no more! She then paffed into the next 
room, and there were extended on the floor her hufband and 
her brother, lifelefs corpfes. ‘There were five or fix children 
in the houfe, and none of them injured. The houfe was fet 
on fire, but difcovered by the neighbors, and by their timely 
affiftance the fire was extinguithed.” [See page 101.] 


Deerfield, Fune 30, 1806. 

Progre/s of vegetation, &'c.—Apple trees were obferved to 
have their fruit formed the 4th. Our people began to mow 
the 15th. ‘The crops of grafs, in general, are rather light, 
owing probably to the early drought this feafon. ‘The crops 
of rye are promifing; but wheat does not appear fo well, 
though there are fome fine crops: I do not hear of much 
damage from the fly. Indian corn perhaps never appeared 
better. Our kitchen gardens are not fo productive as ufual : 
it is a general complaint that feeds failed ; and many people 
were difappointed after a fecond and third fowing. 

State of health, Sc.—The month has been very healthy ; 
we have no epidemic difeafes, nor do I hear of any in the 
neighboring towns. 

Storms, {S'c.—At Hadley, on Conneéticut River, 14 miles 
fouth of this town, on the lft of June, there was a violent 
{torm of hail and rain, attended with lightning and thunder : 
the hail was very large, and being driven horizontally by a 
violent wind, moft of the glafs on the windward fide of the 
houfes was broken: crops on the ground fuffered feverely. 
This ftorm was not very extenfive; it feems to have {pent its 
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greateft force on Hadley. It was obferved to pafs to the fouth 
of Deerfield, but. it had no uncommon appearance. More 
particulars of this ftorm have been publithed in the news 
papers. The 8th, a thunder ftorm, attended with hail, pafled 
over Northfield, 14 miles north of us, which did confiderable 
damage to their crops. ‘The fame daya hail ftorm pafled over 
the town of Amherit, (lying eatt of Hadley,) which did con- 
fiderable damage to the glafs windows and crops. ‘The 2\it 
we had a ftrong wind from the fouth-weft and weit, which 
turned up trees with their roots: fome cattle were killed in 
the paftures. It is remarked, that our moft violent winds 
blow from the fouth-weft quarter: according to my recollec- 
tion, all thofe which have done any material damage, have 
come from this point. 


I do not know that any particulars of the late extraordinary 
eclipfe will be of ufe for your Regifter; but as you requeft 
information. on every- thing falling under my obfervation, 
which I jhall think worthy of being recorded, I will take the 
liberty to prefent the following, for your difpofal. 

‘The day (June 16) was uncommonly clear, {carcely a cloud 
to be feen. Some time before the eclipfe became total, the 
planet Venus appeared fouth-weiterly of the fun. During 
total darknefs the following ftars were feen, viz. Aldebaran, 
or the Bull’s Eye, about 9° fouth-weft of the fun; feveral in 
the conftellation of Orion, viz. thofe in the right and left 
fhoulder, and the three in the belt. Sirius was confpicuous 
about 46° fouth-eaft from the fun. ‘The north pole ftar, and 
feveral others of the fame magnitude, were diftinfly feen. 
The planets Mercury and Mars were vifible, weft of the fun, 
a little more north than Venus, and between the fun and that 
planet. ‘The air changed very fuddenly : the mercury in the 
thermometer fell to 59°: immediately after the eclipfe it rofe 
to 72°, in the fhade. Many people put on additional clothing. 
It was obferved, by thofe who were mowing, that the grais 
became wet with dew ; this was fo copious as to ftand in {mall 
drops upon the leaves. Fowls retired to the rooft; the night- 
hawk ikimmed along the ground, as at the approach of night ; 
and the whippoorwill gave us his folitary fong. ‘he darknefs 
was fo great, that it was neceflary to light candles to read 
common printing. 

During the continuance of total darknefs, all was filence ; 
an univerfal gloom fat upon the face of nature, and the gazing 
crowds were imprefled with awe. ‘The fun’s rays fhot out 
from behind the dark body of the moon; this radiated her 
margin in a moft beautiful manner. In the middle of the 
eclipfe the north and fouth points of the horizon appcared 
like the morning twilight, but ip the eaft and weft this twi- 
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light could not be feen, owing to the propingnity of our moune 
tains) When the moon left the weft limb of the fun the 
darknefs difappeared inftantaneoufly, as it does on bringing a 
Mghted candle fuddenly into a dark room, and the refulgent 
‘orb of day ” foon threw off the gloomy though pleafing fad- 
nefs in which we had been enveloped. 

‘The duration of total darknefs, as nearly as we could deter- 
mine by clocks and watches, was 4} minutes; at Albany, Mr. 
De Witt made it 4 minutes 51 feconds. All the obfervations 
of which I have received any account, make the duration 
nearly double to that given by calculation. 

Query.— Was not the diameter of the dark fhadow greater 
than was fuppofed by the calculators ? 

By a mean of four obfervations on the total eclipfe of the 
moon Jan. 15, 1805, [had fixed the longitude of this place at 
72° 33’ 15” weit of Greenwich. It was my defign to have 
made fuch obfervations, on the late eclipfe of the fun, as would 
have enabled me to verify the longitude, or to determine it 
more accurately; but I was prevented from adjufting a clock 
previous to the eclipfe, and therefore did not get the neceflary 
data. 

The latitude of Deerfield, as afcertained by a mean of fev- 
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eral obfervations on the iun and ftars, is 42° 26’ 18” north. 


E. HOYT. 
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Oeserva TIONS on the late have alfo been received, and may ex- 
Eclipfe,” made at Groton, have been pect our early attention next month. 
received, but from a circumftance 
known to the writer, too late for this Our Friends in Conne&icut. 
number ; they will appear in our next. ANY communications from our ag- 


oe ricultural or medical friends: in Con- 
Medical Extraés,” Nos. 1 and 2,  ne€ticut, whofe local fituation may ren- 


have alfo been received. Our corref- der it inconvenient for them to corref- 
pondent will excufe us in retaining pond with us dérely, at Boflon, they 
them en our files while difpenfing with wi} pleafe to take notice, would be 
fome original, and oiher more tempo- very thankfully received through the 
rary maticr. hands of Meilrs. Lincoln & Glea/on, of 


Pia ; Hartford, or Mellrs. Increafe Cooke & 
Some other communications, which . Co, of New Haven. | 


it would be ufelefs to particularize, 
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